Players with the Most Double
Centuries in Test Cricket

In the grand theatre of Test cricket, scoring a century is a significant achievement. But when a
batter crosses the 200-run mark, it becomes a statement of dominance, skill, and endurance.
Double centuries in Test cricket are a testament to a player's concentration, technique, and
mental strength. They not only shape matches but often tilt the momentum entirely in favor of
the batting side.

Throughout the rich history of the longest format, a handful of cricketing greats have mastered
the art of converting hundreds into double hundreds. In this blog, we’ll look at the players with
the most double centuries in Test cricket, celebrating the legends who etched their names in
the game's most elite records.

Don Bradman (Australia) — 12 Double Centuries

It should surprise no one that Sir Donald Bradman, the greatest batter in cricket history, tops
this list. Bradman scored 12 double centuries in just 52 Test matches—a record that has
stood the test of time. What makes this stat even more remarkable is his astonishing average of
99.94.



Bradman’s double hundreds weren't just high-scoring feats—they were often match-defining.
From his 254 at Lord’s to the brutal 334 at Leeds, the Don showed unmatched hunger for big
runs.

Kumar Sangakkara (Sri Lanka) — 11 Double Centuries

Former Sri Lankan captain Kumar Sangakkara comes second with 11 double centuries in
Test cricket. A stylish left-hander, Sangakkara combined elegance with concentration, often
grinding bowlers down over long innings.

His highest score of 319 came against Bangladesh in 2014. But it wasn’t just about the
numbers—Sangakkara consistently converted starts into big innings, making him a pillar in Sri
Lanka’s Test history.

Brian Lara (West Indies) — 9 Double Centuries

A genius with the bat, Brian Lara had a flair for the spectacular. With 9 double centuries,
including the only 400* In Test cricket, Lara redefined batting with his fearless and fluent
strokeplay.

His 375 against England stood as the highest individual Test score for a decade until he
reclaimed the record with 400*. Lara’s double hundreds were usually filled with artistic cover
drives and bold stroke-making, captivating fans around the globe.

Wally Hammond (England) — 7 Double Centuries

Wally Hammond, one of England’s greatest-ever cricketers, scored 7 double centuries in the
early days of Test cricket. He played 85 Tests and ended his career with 7,249 runs, a
staggering feat for his era.

Hammond was known for his powerful drives and elegant footwork. His most famous knock was
the 336* against New Zealand in 1933, a record that stood for many years.

Virat Kohli (India) — 7 Double Centuries

Modern-day legend Virat Kohli has 7 double centuries in Test cricket, the most by any Indian
batter. Known for his hunger for big scores and supreme fitness, Kohli dominated the red-ball
format, especially during 2016—-2019.

His 254* against South Africa in Pune remains his highest score. What makes Kohli’s double
centuries special is that most of them came in match-winning situations, reflecting his ability to
lead from the front.



Mahela Jayawardene (Sri Lanka) — 7 Double Centuries

Another Sri Lankan legend, Mahela Jayawardene, joins the elite list with 7 double centuries.
A calm and graceful player, Jayawardene’s high scores often came in partnership with
Sangakkara, building massive totals for Sri Lanka.

His standout performance remains the 374 against South Africa in 2006—still the highest
individual Test score by a Sri Lankan.

Other Notable Mentions:
e Marvan Atapattu (Sri Lanka) — 6 double hundreds
e Younis Khan (Pakistan) — 6 double centuries
e Ricky Ponting (Australia) — 6 double hundreds

e Sachin Tendulkar (India) — 6 double centuries

These players may not top the list, but their contributions through multiple double tons have
been critical to their teams’ success.

Why Double Centuries Matter in Test Cricket

Scoring a double century in Test cricket isn’t just about hitting boundaries—it’s about:

e Surviving multiple sessions
e Adapting to pitch and weather changes
e Maintaining concentration for hours, sometimes days

e Handling pressure from quality bowling attacks

A double hundred can flatten bowling units, frustrate captains, and put matches out of reach for
the opposition. It often sets the tone for a team's dominance and lays the foundation for victory
or a hard-fought draw.
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== Indian Legends with Double Hundreds

While Virat Kohli leads the Indian chart, others like Sachin Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid, and VVS
Laxman have also delivered iconic double tons.

e Tendulkar’s 241 in Sydney (2004)* is often praised for his discipline—he didn’t play a
single cover drive in the entire innings!

e Dravid’s 233 at Adelaide (2003) helped India win a Test in Australia after 22 years.

e Laxman’s 281 vs Australia in Kolkata (2001) is one of the greatest Test innings of all
time and part of an epic comeback win.

These innings are proof of why double centuries remain iconic moments in Test cricket.

The Road Ahead — New Players Eyeing Big Scores

Young talents like Yashasvi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill, and Babar Azam have shown potential to
be future members of this elite double-century club. As Test cricket continues to evolve, the
ability to bat long and deep will remain a cherished skill.

Fans now look forward to seeing who will break into the list of the players with the most
double centuries in Test cricket as new stars rise.

Final Thoughts

In a world that increasingly leans toward T20s and shorter formats, double centuries are a
reminder of the patience, class, and mental resilience that define Test cricket. The legends on
this list didn’t just score runs—they built epics.

Whether it's Bradman’s consistency, Sangakkara’s elegance, Lara’s flamboyance, or Kohli’s
hunger—double centuries in Test cricket remain a true mark of greatness.
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