
Shreyas Iyer Quits Red-Ball Cricket, 
Communicates Decision to BCCI 

Ahead of WI Selection 
In a major development ahead of India’s squad selection for the upcoming West Indies 
Test series, middle-order batter Shreyas Iyer has reportedly informed the BCCI of his 
decision to step away from red-ball cricket. This marks a significant turn in his career, as 
Iyer has now chosen to fully focus on the limited-overs formats where he has established 
himself as a consistent performer. 

 

Iyer’s Decision and Its Timing 

The news comes at a critical juncture, just before selectors finalize the team for the 
Caribbean tour. While Iyer has been a part of India’s Test squad in the past, injuries and 
inconsistent opportunities meant he was unable to cement his place. Sources suggest 
that Iyer has conveyed his lack of long-term interest in red-ball cricket, preferring to 
channel his energy into ODIs and T20Is, where India sees him as a key middle-order 
anchor. 



A Clear Shift Toward White-Ball Cricket 

In recent years, Iyer has proven his worth in ODIs with his ability to stabilize innings and 
accelerate when required. His T20 exploits, both for India and in the IPL, further underline 
his value in shorter formats. With a packed international calendar and the looming 2026 
T20 World Cup, Iyer’s focus on white-ball cricket seems to be a strategic decision to 
prolong his career and avoid the physical demands of Test cricket. 

Check Out:- Shreyas Iyer Career Stats & Overview 

Impact on India’s Test Squad 

Iyer’s move opens up opportunities for other rising talents in the Indian Test setup. 
Players like Sarfaraz Khan, Rajat Patidar, and Ruturaj Gaikwad could benefit from the 
vacant spot. While the decision might disappoint purists who hoped to see Iyer blossom 
in the longest format, it also reflects the growing specialization in modern cricket. 

Final Word 

Shreyas Iyer’s choice to quit red-ball cricket signals the challenges players face in 
balancing formats. For India, it means rethinking their middle-order options in Tests, 
while in limited-overs cricket, it ensures Iyer’s undivided attention. As selectors gear up 
for the West Indies series, this decision will no doubt influence the team’s composition 
and long-term planning. 

Related Article:- Shreyas Iyer quits red-ball cricket 
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