
“No Bumrah, No Siraj… Only Harshit 
Rana!” – Fans React to India’s ODI Squad 
for South Africa

 

The announcement of India’s ODI squad for the South Africa tour has taken fans by 
surprise, sparking intense discussion across social media platforms. With senior pacers 
Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj missing from the lineup, the selection committee 
has chosen to back young talent—most notably rising fast bowler Harshit Rana. The 
reaction was swift and loud, with fans expressing shock, excitement, and curiosity, 
leading to the trending slogan: “No Bumrah, No Siraj… Only Harshit Rana!” 

 

 

A Bold Decision by the Selection Committee 

India’s decision to rest key bowlers like Bumrah and Siraj appears to be a strategic move 
keeping workload management in mind. The South Africa tour is always physically 

https://www.icecric.news/jasprit-bumrah/


demanding, and the team management seems focused on avoiding burnout ahead of 
future ICC tournaments and major bilateral series. 

In their absence, Harshit Rana’s selection stands out as the biggest talking point. Known 
for his pace, aggression, and wicket-taking ability in the IPL, Rana has impressed with his 
consistency and temperament despite limited international exposure. This call-up gives 
him a golden opportunity to showcase his talent on a challenging overseas tour. 

 

Why Harshit Rana? 

The selectors seem confident in Rana’s ability to deliver under pressure. His performances 
for Kolkata Knight Riders highlighted his ability to bowl in clutch situations and trouble 
top-order batters with sharp bounce and movement. With India aiming to build bench 
strength, Rana’s inclusion reflects a long-term vision for the team’s pace department. 

Moreover, the pitch conditions in South Africa often favour fast bowlers, giving Rana the 
perfect stage to make an impactful ODI debut. For fans, this bold inclusion has added a 
layer of excitement to the upcoming series. 

 

Fans React: Memes, Cheers, and Mixed Emotions 

Social media erupted moments after the squad was announced. Many fans praised the 
decision to give youngsters a chance, while others expressed concern over the absence of 
India’s frontline pacers. The chant “No Bumrah, No Siraj… Only Harshit Rana!” quickly 
went viral, capturing the collective reaction of cricket enthusiasts. 

Memes flooded timelines, with fans both celebrating Rana’s rise and wondering how 
India’s bowling attack would fare without their two premier fast bowlers. 

 

Final Thoughts 

India’s ODI squad for South Africa signals a shift toward experimentation and 
depth-building. While the absence of Bumrah and Siraj is significant, Harshit Rana’s 
inclusion brings fresh energy and anticipation. As fans eagerly await the series, all eyes 
will be on the young pacer to see if he can justify the hype and deliver for Team India. 
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