
Ashes 2025-26: Michael Vaughan 
Backs Ben Stokes to Bring the Urn 

Home with Ashes Triumph in 
Australia 

As the excitement for the 2025-26 Ashes series builds, former England captain Michael 
Vaughan has thrown his full support behind Ben Stokes, backing him to lead England to a 
historic series win on Australian soil. The much-anticipated contest, one of cricket’s 
oldest and fiercest rivalries, is set to ignite passions across both nations once again. 

 

Vaughan, known for his sharp cricketing insights and his own success as captain during 
the iconic 2005 Ashes victory, believes that Stokes has both the tactical acumen and 
mental toughness needed to reclaim the urn. He praised Stokes’ leadership, describing 
him as “a captain who inspires his players through actions and emotion.” According to 



Vaughan, the all-rounder’s aggressive yet fearless approach could be the key to ending 
England’s two-decade-long drought in Australia. 
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Under Stokes and coach Brendon McCullum, England’s “Bazball” philosophy has 
transformed the team’s mindset, emphasizing fearless cricket and relentless pressure on 
opponents. Vaughan believes that if England can stick to this brand of cricket, they stand 
a genuine chance against a strong Australian side in their own backyard. 

The upcoming series promises to be a thrilling spectacle, with players like Joe Root, Harry 
Brook, and Ollie Pope expected to play pivotal roles alongside Stokes. England’s pace 
attack — featuring veterans such as James Anderson and emerging quicks like Gus 
Atkinson — will need to adapt quickly to Australian conditions, where bounce and pace 
dominate. 

Australia, led by Pat Cummins, will aim to defend their fortress, relying on world-class 
performers like Marnus Labuschagne, Steve Smith, and Travis Head. But Vaughan insists 
that England’s renewed confidence under Stokes can turn the tide. 

“The way Stokes has rebuilt this side’s belief is remarkable,” Vaughan said. “If anyone can 
lead England to an Ashes win in Australia, it’s him.” 

With passion, pride, and history on the line, the 2025-26 Ashes promises to be an 
unforgettable battle — and if Vaughan’s prediction comes true, Ben Stokes could cement 
his place among England’s greatest-ever captains. 
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