
WPL 2026 Auction: Top Players That 
Went Unsold 

The WPL 2026 Auction delivered plenty of surprises, intense bidding wars, and strategic 
decisions from all five franchises. While several young talents and experienced stars 
grabbed big contracts, the auction also saw some well-known names shockingly go 
unsold. These unexpected omissions have now become one of the major talking points 
among fans and analysts. 

 

If you missed the complete team lineup, don’t forget to check the Mumbai Indians Full 
Squad WPL 2026 to understand how franchises shaped their squads for the upcoming 
season. 

Why Big Stars Went Unsold This Season? 

Every auction brings surprises, but the WPL 2026 Auction took it a step further. Several 
experienced players, who were expected to attract heavy bids, did not find any takers. 
Franchises appeared to focus more on youth development, all-rounders, and players 
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with recent form in domestic and international competitions. Budget constraints and the 
need for balanced squads also played a key role. 

Top Players That Went Unsold in WPL 2026 

Below are some of the Top players that went unsold, leaving fans stunned after the final 
hammer dropped: 

1. Jemimah Rodrigues 

One of India’s most technically gifted batters, Jemimah Rodrigues surprisingly went 
unsold this season. Her inconsistent form in recent international matches could be a 
major reason behind the teams’ hesitation. However, her experience and talent still make 
her a top contender for mid-season signings. 

2. Sophie Devine 

The veteran New Zealand all-rounder, known for her explosive batting and handy seam 
bowling, did not find a buyer. Devine’s fluctuating strike rate in recent leagues might have 
influenced franchise decisions, but her absence remains one of the biggest shocks of the 
auction. 

3. Shikha Pandey 

A dependable Indian pacer, Shikha Pandey’s experience and swing bowling have been 
valuable in past seasons. Yet, teams this year opted for younger fast-bowling 
alternatives, leaving her out of the 2026 roster. 

4. Chamari Athapaththu 

Despite being a global T20 superstar, Chamari Athapaththu went unsold—surprising both 
fans and experts. Her aggressive batting style and leadership experience could still 
attract teams later in the tournament if injuries arise. 

Conclusion 

The WPL 2026 Auction proved once again that unpredictability is part of the league’s 
charm. While the unsold list shocked many, it also highlights the shifting priorities of 
franchises towards youth, all-round depth, and recent form. With the season 
approaching, fans will be keen to see whether some of these experienced names make a 
comeback as replacement players. 
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