
India’s 5 Largest Test Defeats by Runs, 
Including IND vs SA 2025 

 

India’s cricket history is filled with remarkable victories, but it has also seen some 
humbling defeats. The recent Test loss against South Africa in 2025 has become India’s 
largest ever defeat by runs, highlighting the challenges even top teams can face. In this 
blog, we explore India’s five biggest Test defeats by runs and what lessons these matches 
offer. 

1. IND vs SA 2025 – 408 Runs 

The second Test against South Africa in 2025 ended in a historic loss for India. Chasing a 
massive target of 549 runs, India was bowled out for just 140, resulting in a staggering 
408-run defeat. This match set a new record for India’s largest Test loss by runs and 
exposed vulnerabilities in the batting line-up under pressure. 



2. IND vs Australia 2004 – 342 Runs 

In Nagpur, India faced Australia in 2004 and suffered a 342-run defeat. Australia’s 
relentless bowling attack dismantled the Indian batting order, while India’s own bowlers 
struggled to contain the opposition’s strong batting line-up. This defeat highlighted the 
importance of resilience and adaptability, especially against top-tier teams. 

3. IND vs Pakistan 2006 – 341 Runs 

India’s tour of Pakistan in 2006 saw a crushing 341-run loss. Pakistan dominated with 
both bat and ball, exploiting India’s batting weaknesses. This defeat was a reminder that 
overseas tours require not just skill but also mental toughness and the ability to handle 
challenging conditions. 

4. IND vs Australia 2007 – 337 Runs 

On Australian soil in 2007, India lost by 337 runs. The batting collapse on a tricky pitch 
and lack of breakthroughs from the bowling unit allowed Australia to dominate. This 
match underlined the need for better preparation and strategy when playing away from 
home. 

Check Out: India vs South Africa 

5. IND vs Australia 2017 – 333 Runs 

Even at home, India is not immune to heavy defeats. In Pune, 2017, Australia defeated 
India by 333 runs. The match showed that even familiar conditions cannot guarantee 
victory without consistent performance from all departments — batting, bowling, and 
fielding. 

Lessons from These Defeats 

Heavy defeats like these reveal patterns that teams must address. India’s recurring issues 
include batting collapses under pressure, inconsistent bowling performances, and lapses 
in fielding. These matches emphasize the need for mental toughness, better preparation, 
and tactical flexibility. 

Know More: Biggest Indian Test Defeats 

Conclusion 

https://icecric.news/india-vs-south-africa-how-can-india-bounce-back/
https://icecric.news/top-5-biggest-indian-test-defeats-by-runs/


While India has achieved many cricketing milestones, these five defeats remind us that 
setbacks are part of the game. Learning from these losses, especially the record 408-run 
defeat to South Africa in 2025, can help India strategize for stronger comebacks in future 
Test series. A team that studies its failures is better equipped to build a lasting legacy in 
international cricket. 
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