
 

First Home Buyers Grant Canberra: Your 
2025 Guide to Getting Started 

If you’re dreaming about buying your first home in the nation’s capital, you’ve probably already 
stumbled across the First Home Buyers Grant Canberra. Good news — the ACT still offers 
solid support for first-timers, but it works a little differently compared to other states. Instead of a 
traditional lump-sum grant, Canberra leans heavily toward stamp duty relief. The key is knowing 
what you qualify for and how to use it to your advantage. 

 

Let’s break it all down — simply, clearly, and without the fluff. 

What Is the First Home Buyers Grant Canberra? 
In the ACT, the First Home Buyers Grant Canberra isn’t a direct cash handout like the old 
FHOG. Instead, it has evolved into a targeted assistance program that focuses on removing or 
reducing one of the biggest upfront costs: stamp duty. 

https://fhba.com.au/first-home-incentives-grants-act/


Canberra’s system aims to make your first home more affordable right from the start. As long as 
you meet eligibility rules, you can buy a new or established home and pay little or no stamp duty 
— which can save you tens of thousands of dollars. 

How Does the Scheme Work? 
The ACT Government provides a means-tested stamp duty concession for first home buyers. In 
simple terms, you don’t pay stamp duty if your household income falls under the required 
threshold and you're buying an eligible property type. 

This approach is popular with first home buyers because unlike a grant that gets swallowed up 
in construction or settlement costs, stamp duty savings reduce your cash needed on day one. It 
can make the difference between entering the market now and waiting another year or two. 

Eligibility Criteria for First Home Buyers 
To use the First Home Buyers Grant Canberra benefits, you must tick a few boxes: 

1. You must be a genuine first home buyer 

You and your partner or spouse can’t have owned property anywhere in Australia in the last two 
years. 

2. You must meet the income test 

Income caps apply, based on the number of adults and dependent children in your household. 
These caps are designed to help lower- and moderate-income families get ahead. 

3. You must live in the property 

You’ll need to move in within 12 months of settlement and live there for at least one year. This 
ensures the support goes to genuine owner-occupiers, not investors. 

4. The property must be eligible 

Both new and established homes in the ACT can qualify. There’s no strict price cap, which gives 
Canberra buyers more flexibility compared to some other states. 

Why Canberra Buyers Love This Scheme 
The First Home Buyers Grant Canberra is one of the more flexible systems in Australia. 

Here’s why: 



✔ No price cap on eligible properties 

You can buy a property that suits your needs without being boxed in by an unrealistic limit. 

✔ Major savings upfront 

Stamp duty in the ACT can easily run into the tens of thousands. Avoiding this cost keeps your 
deposit requirements manageable. 

✔ Applies to new and established homes 

Unlike some states that limit support to new builds, Canberra understands that buyers often 
want established homes close to work, transport, or schools. 

✔ Encourages affordability and quicker entry 

Lower upfront costs mean you can move earlier rather than saving for years. 

Using the Grant with Other Schemes 
Many first home buyers combine the First Home Buyers Grant Canberra concessions with 
federal programs like: 

●​ First Home Guarantee – buy with a 5% deposit, no LMI​
 

●​ Regional First Home Buyer Guarantee – if buying in eligible outer-Canberra areas​
 

●​ First Home Super Saver Scheme (FHSSS) – use voluntary super contributions toward 
your deposit​
 

Stacking these schemes can dramatically reduce your deposit hurdle and upfront expenses. 

Tips for First Home Buyers in Canberra 
If you’re trying to maximise your benefits and buy sooner, keep these tips in mind: 

1. Get your income documentation ready 

Because the ACT scheme is means-tested, clear documentation speeds up approval. 

2. Speak to a broker early 



A broker who understands ACT-specific rules can guide you through stamp duty exemptions 
and federal schemes. 

3. Factor in land tax and rates 

The ACT uses a land-tax-heavy system compared with other states. While this doesn’t affect 
your eligibility, it’s important for long-term budgeting. 

4. Don’t overlook established homes 

Since established properties qualify, you can often find something more affordable and move-in 
ready. 

Conclusion: 
The First Home Buyers Australia remains one of the most practical, flexible, and impactful 
pathways for getting into your first home in the ACT. While it’s no longer a lump-sum cash grant, 
the stamp duty concessions can save you thousands upfront — sometimes more than what a 
traditional grant would give. 

If you’re serious about buying in Canberra, understanding how this scheme fits into your overall 
strategy is a must. With the right guidance, the right property, and a clear plan, stepping into 
your first home in the capital is closer than you think. 

https://fhba.com.au/
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