
Last Season’s Big Money Flop 
Venkatesh Iyer Goes To The Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru for A More 

Modest Rs. 7 Crore 
The IPL 2026 auction delivered yet another redemption story as Venkatesh Iyer, who 
struggled to justify a massive price tag last season, found a fresh start with Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) for a comparatively modest Rs. 7 crore. Once viewed as a 
marquee all-rounder, Iyer’s journey over the last year has been a mix of expectations, 
pressure, and inconsistency. His move to RCB could now be the turning point his career 
needs. 

 

From Big-Money Signing to Underwhelming Season 



Venkatesh Iyer entered the previous IPL season with huge expectations after being one of 
the costliest Indian buys. However, despite flashes of brilliance, he failed to deliver 
consistently with either bat or ball. His struggles against quality pace attacks and 
inability to finish games drew criticism, earning him the tag of a “big money flop.” 

The pressure of a hefty price tag often weighs heavily on players, and Iyer appeared to be 
no exception. As franchises reshuffled their strategies ahead of the 2026 auction, his 
name came up as a potential bargain buy rather than a headline grabber. 

RCB’s Calculated Gamble at Rs. 7 Crore 

Royal Challengers Bengaluru saw opportunity where others hesitated. Securing Iyer for 
Rs. 7 crore, RCB made a low-risk, high-reward investment. The franchise believes that a 
defined role and reduced expectations could bring out the best in the left-handed batter. 

The move was officially confirmed during the auction, as highlighted in RCB Buy 
Venkatesh Iyer For Rs 7 Crore IPL 2026, and it instantly sparked debates among fans and 
analysts. 

How Venkatesh Iyer Fits Into RCB’s Plans 

RCB is expected to use Venkatesh Iyer as a flexible top- or middle-order option who can 
also chip in with medium pace if needed. His ability to attack the powerplay could 
complement RCB’s aggressive batting approach, while his experience adds depth to the 
squad. 

With fewer expectations and a clearer role, Iyer may finally find the freedom to express 
himself on the field. 

IPL 2026 Auction Trends and Smart Buys 

The IPL 2026 auction saw franchises focusing more on value-based purchases rather 
than reputation alone. Moves like Matheesha Pathirana sold to KKR further highlighted 
how teams prioritized specific skill sets and future potential over past hype. 

RCB’s signing of Venkatesh Iyer fits perfectly into this evolving auction mindset. 

A Fresh Chapter for Venkatesh Iyer 

For Venkatesh Iyer, the shift to Royal Challengers Bengaluru is more than just a transfer 
— it’s a chance at redemption. With a supportive environment and reduced pressure, IPL 
2026 could mark his comeback season. 

https://icecric.news/rcb-buy-venkatesh-iyer-for-rs-7-crore-ipl-2026/
https://icecric.news/rcb-buy-venkatesh-iyer-for-rs-7-crore-ipl-2026/
https://icecric.news/matheesha-pathirana-sold-to-kkr-ipl-2026-auction/


If he manages to rediscover his form, RCB’s Rs. 7 crore investment may well turn into one 
of the smartest deals of the auction. 
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