
Biggest Upsets in International 
Cricket History 
Cricket has always been a game of glorious uncertainty. While powerhouse teams often 
dominate world tournaments, history proves that on any given day, underdogs can rise 
and giants can fall. These shocking results not only stunned fans but also reshaped 
cricketing narratives forever. In this blog, we revisit the biggest upsets in international 
cricket history — matches that proved rankings and reputations mean little once the 
game begins. 

 

 

1. India vs West Indies – 1983 World Cup Final 

The 1983 Cricket World Cup final at Lord’s is arguably the greatest upset ever. Defending 
champions West Indies, unbeaten in World Cups since 1975, were overwhelming 
favourites against an inexperienced Indian side. Batting first, India were bundled out for 
just 183 runs, a total considered far too small. 



However, inspired bowling performances by Kapil Dev, Madan Lal, and Mohinder 
Amarnath shocked the cricketing world as West Indies were bowled out for 140. India 
lifted their first World Cup, changing the future of Indian cricket forever. 

Why it was shocking: India defeating the most dominant team of that era on the biggest 
stage was unimaginable. 

 

2. Zimbabwe vs Australia – 1983 World Cup 

The same World Cup produced another major surprise when Zimbabwe defeated 
Australia in their debut World Cup match. Australia were one of the strongest teams 
globally, while Zimbabwe were newcomers. 

Thanks to an iconic performance by Duncan Fletcher, Zimbabwe defended a modest total 
of 239, dismissing Australia for 226. 

Why it was shocking: A debutant team beating a cricketing giant in a World Cup opener 
stunned the global audience. 

Know More: PRS vs SYS Match Prediction 

 

3. Kenya vs West Indies – 1996 World Cup 

The 1996 World Cup saw one of the most unexpected results when Kenya defeated West 
Indies in Pune. West Indies, packed with legends, failed to chase a small target of 167 as 
Kenya’s disciplined bowling led by Maurice Odumbe sealed a historic win. 

Why it was shocking: A non-Test-playing nation defeating a former World Cup champion 
was unheard of at the time. 

 

4. Ireland vs Pakistan – 2007 World Cup 

The 2007 World Cup delivered a heartbreaking upset when Ireland defeated Pakistan in a 
group-stage match. Chasing 133 in a rain-affected game, Ireland held their nerve, with 
Niall O’Brien’s crucial innings guiding them home. 

This loss resulted in Pakistan’s early exit from the tournament. 

https://icecric.news/prs-vs-sys-match-prediction-match-1


Why it was shocking: Pakistan were considered title contenders, while Ireland were World 
Cup debutants. 

 

5. Netherlands vs England – 2009 T20 World Cup 

England faced a humiliating defeat against the Netherlands in the 2009 ICC T20 World 
Cup. Batting first, England managed only 162. Netherlands chased the target in the final 
over, producing one of the most memorable T20 upsets. 

Why it was shocking: England’s powerful batting lineup failed against a 
semi-professional Dutch side. 

 

6. Afghanistan vs England – 2023 World Cup 

One of the most recent major shocks came during the 2023 ODI World Cup, when 
Afghanistan defeated England. Batting first, Afghanistan posted 284, and their spinners 
dismantled England’s aggressive batting order to seal a famous victory. 

Why it was shocking: England were the defending champions and one of the strongest 
teams in world cricket. 

Also Read: MI vs RCB Match Prediction 

 

7. Bangladesh vs Australia – 2005 ODI Series 

Bangladesh scripted history by defeating Australia in an ODI match in 2005. Despite 
Australia fielding a strong side, Bangladesh’s spirited performance earned them a 
memorable victory. 

Why it was shocking: Australia were dominating world cricket during this period. 

 

Conclusion 

https://icecric.news/mi-vs-rcb-match-prediction-match-1


These iconic matches remind us why cricket is so unpredictable and thrilling. The biggest 
upsets in international cricket history are not just about defeats; they represent belief, 
courage, and the magic of the sport. Whether it’s a World Cup final or a group-stage 
encounter, these moments prove that on the cricket field, anything is possible. 

As fans, these shocks keep us emotionally invested — waiting for the next underdog to 
rise and script history once again. 

Check Out: IND vs NZ Match Prediction 

https://icecric.news/ind-vs-nz-match-prediction-1SYT-odi
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