
Greatest All-Round Performances in 
Cricket History 
Cricket has witnessed countless individual masterpieces, but nothing compares to a truly 
great all-round performance. When a player dominates with both bat and ball in the 
same match, it often defines the outcome and becomes etched in history. From heroic 
World Cup finals to legendary Test matches, these performances highlight the rare ability 
to influence the game in multiple ways. In this blog, we explore some of the greatest 
all-round performances in cricket history that fans still celebrate today. 

 

 

1. Kapil Dev – 175 vs Zimbabwe (1983 World Cup)* 

Kapil Dev’s iconic innings during the 1983 World Cup remains one of cricket’s greatest 
rescue acts. With India struggling at 17 for 5, Kapil smashed an unbeaten 175 to take his 



team to a competitive total. He later contributed with the ball and in the field, helping 
India secure a crucial victory. 

This performance not only saved India’s World Cup campaign but also laid the 
foundation for their historic title win. 

Why it stands out:​
 A captain leading from the front under immense pressure with both bat and leadership. 

 

2. Ian Botham – Headingley Test, 1981 Ashes 

The 1981 Headingley Test is synonymous with Ian Botham’s legendary all-round 
brilliance. After England followed on, Botham blasted a counter-attacking 149 not out, 
completely shifting momentum. He then took crucial wickets, including a match-winning 
spell, to secure one of the most dramatic Test victories ever. 

Why it stands out:​
 Botham dominated all facets of the game in a single Test, changing Ashes history. 

 

3. Jacques Kallis – South Africa vs Australia, 1997 Test 

Jacques Kallis produced a masterclass against Australia, scoring a vital century and 
claiming a five-wicket haul in the same Test. His performance showcased the perfect 
blend of classical batting and effective seam bowling. 

Kallis’s consistency as an all-rounder across formats made him one of the most 
complete cricketers the game has ever seen. 

Why it stands out:​
 Few players have matched Kallis’s ability to deliver consistently with bat and ball 
against elite opposition. 

 

4. Ben Stokes – 2019 World Cup Final 

The 2019 Cricket World Cup final witnessed one of the greatest all-round performances 
under pressure. Ben Stokes anchored England’s chase with an unbeaten 84, dragging the 
match into a Super Over. Earlier, he had contributed with the ball and in the field. 

https://icecric.news/ben-stokes-parents-and-siblings/


Stokes once again delivered in the Super Over, helping England lift their maiden World 
Cup trophy. 

Why it stands out:​
 Performing on the biggest stage under extreme pressure makes this an all-time great 
effort. 

 

5. Imran Khan – Pakistan vs England, 1982 Test 

Pakistan’s legendary captain Imran Khan delivered a remarkable all-round performance 
against England, taking a five-wicket haul and scoring a crucial half-century. His 
leadership and individual brilliance inspired Pakistan to a famous Test victory. 

Imran’s ability to influence matches as a fast bowler and middle-order batter defined his 
illustrious career. 

Why it stands out:​
 Leadership combined with elite all-round skills at the highest level. 

 

6. Shakib Al Hasan – Bangladesh vs New Zealand, 2017 
Test 

Shakib Al Hasan showcased his all-round excellence by scoring a century and taking five 
wickets in the same Test match against New Zealand. His performance guided 
Bangladesh to one of their most memorable Test victories. 

Shakib’s consistency as a match-winner across formats has made him Bangladesh’s 
greatest all-rounder. 

Why it stands out:​
 A rare dominant display from a player carrying his team against a strong opponent. 

Visit IceCric News for match updates. 

 

7. Ravindra Jadeja – India vs England, 2022 Test 

https://icecric.news/


In the 2022 Edgbaston Test, Ravindra Jadeja played one of the finest all-round knocks by 
an Indian. He scored a crucial 175 not out and backed it up with vital wickets, keeping 
India competitive throughout the match. 

Jadeja’s evolution into a world-class all-rounder has been one of modern cricket’s great 
success stories. 

Why it stands out:​
 Match-winning impact in overseas conditions with both bat and ball. 

For More Updates: UPW vs GG Match Prediction 

 

Conclusion 

The greatest all-round performances in cricket history showcase the rare players who 
could control matches in multiple dimensions. Whether it’s Kapil Dev’s World Cup heroics, 
Botham’s Ashes magic, or Ben Stokes’ final-over drama, these performances remind us 
why all-rounders are cricket’s most valuable assets. 

Such moments don’t just win matches — they create legends that fans remember forever. 

https://icecric.news/upw-vs-gg-match-prediction-match-2
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