
Best Bowlers in T20 World Cup 
History 

 

The ICC T20 World Cup has witnessed some incredible bowling performances over the 
years. While power-hitters often steal the spotlight, bowlers play a decisive role in 
shaping matches with their skill, discipline, and match-winning spells. From lethal pace 
to crafty spin, here’s a look at the best bowlers in T20 World Cup history who have 
consistently delivered on the biggest stage. 

1. Lasith Malinga (Sri Lanka) 

Lasith Malinga is widely regarded as one of the greatest T20 bowlers of all time. His 
deadly yorkers, unique action, and calmness under pressure made him a nightmare for 
batters. Malinga picked up crucial wickets in multiple T20 World Cups and played a key 
role in Sri Lanka’s 2014 title win. His ability to defend low totals made him truly special. 

2. Shahid Afridi (Pakistan) 
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Shahid Afridi was not just a powerful hitter but also a match-winning leg-spinner. He is 
among the leading wicket-takers in T20 World Cup history. Afridi’s variations, quick arm 
speed, and aggressive mindset helped Pakistan dominate several tournaments, including 
their 2009 title-winning campaign. 

3. Shakib Al Hasan (Bangladesh) 

Shakib Al Hasan is one of the most consistent performers in T20 World Cups. His left-arm 
spin, control in the middle overs, and ability to break partnerships make him a valuable 
asset. Shakib has regularly featured among the top wicket-takers and remains a key 
figure in Bangladesh’s bowling attack. 

4. Trent Boult (New Zealand) 

Trent Boult’s swing bowling in the powerplay has troubled the world’s best batters. His 
ability to strike early gives New Zealand a strong advantage in T20 World Cup matches. 
Boult’s accuracy, pace, and experience have helped his team reach multiple knockout 
stages. 

Also Read:- India Assures Security for Bangladesh Ahead of the 2026 T20 World 
Cup 

5. Rashid Khan (Afghanistan) 

Rashid Khan has transformed Afghanistan into a competitive T20 side. His fast leg-spin, 
sharp googlies, and fearless attitude make him one of the most dangerous bowlers in the 
format. Rashid consistently picks up wickets in the middle overs and controls the run rate 
with ease. 

What Makes a Great T20 World Cup Bowler? 

A successful T20 World Cup bowler needs more than just pace or spin. Key qualities 
include: 

●​ Variation and control​
 

●​ Ability to bowl under pressure​
 

●​ Wicket-taking mindset​
 

●​ Smart use of the pitch and conditions​
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Bowlers who master these skills often dominate major tournaments. 

Final Thoughts 

The best bowlers in T20 World Cup history have proven that bowling wins championships. 
Whether it’s Malinga’s yorkers, Afridi’s leg-spin, or Rashid’s magic deliveries, these 
players have delivered unforgettable moments. 
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