
AJ Styles Retires: Top 5 Moments of 
His WWE Career 

 

The wrestling world was left emotional as AJ Styles officially announced his retirement 
from WWE, bringing an end to one of the most influential careers in modern professional 
wrestling. Known as “The Phenomenal One,” AJ Styles redefined in-ring excellence, 
proving that skill and dedication could take a wrestler to the very top. As fans celebrate 
his legacy, let’s revisit the top 5 moments of AJ Styles’ WWE career that made him a 
global icon. 

1. Shocking WWE Debut at Royal Rumble 

AJ Styles made one of the most unforgettable debuts in WWE history when he entered 
the Royal Rumble match. The moment his music hit, the WWE Universe erupted. Despite 
initial uncertainty from some fans, Styles quickly silenced all doubts with his athleticism 
and confidence inside the ring. This debut instantly positioned him as a main-event-level 
star. 



2. Winning His First WWE Championship 

One of the defining highlights of AJ Styles’ WWE career was capturing the WWE 
Championship. Defeating top-tier opponents to win the title, Styles proved that he 
belonged among wrestling’s elite. His reign showcased consistency, high-quality matches, 
and the ability to carry the company as its top champion. 

3. Iconic Rivalry with John Cena 

AJ Styles’ rivalry with John Cena is widely regarded as one of the greatest feuds in WWE 
history. Their matches were critically acclaimed for storytelling, intensity, and technical 
brilliance. Styles defeating Cena cleanly elevated his status and cemented him as one of 
WWE’s most credible superstars of the modern era. 

4. Record-Breaking WWE Championship Reign 

AJ Styles enjoyed one of the longest WWE Championship reigns in recent history. 
Throughout this period, he delivered classic matches against a wide range of opponents, 
proving his versatility. This reign highlighted his durability, adaptability, and ability to 
thrive under pressure night after night. 

5. Phenomenal Matches Across Multiple Brands 

Beyond championships, AJ Styles’ greatest contribution was his consistently phenomenal 
matches across Raw, SmackDown, and major premium live events. Whether facing 
legends or rising stars, Styles elevated everyone he shared the ring with. His 
performances helped set a new standard for in-ring excellence in WWE. 

AJ Styles’ Impact on WWE 

AJ Styles’ WWE journey changed perceptions about independent wrestlers and 
international stars. He showed that success in WWE was possible without following a 
traditional path. His professionalism, work ethic, and passion inspired an entire 
generation of wrestlers. 

Final Thoughts 

With AJ Styles retiring from WWE, the industry says goodbye to a true legend. From his 
shocking debut to championship glory and unforgettable rivalries, his career was filled 
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with moments that fans will cherish forever. AJ Styles didn’t just perform in WWE—he 
redefined what it meant to be phenomenal. His legacy will continue to live on long after 
his final bell rings. 
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