
Top 10 Things You Didn’t Know About 
Achraf Hakimi 

 

Achraf Hakimi has become one of the most exciting and influential full-backs in world 
football. Known for his incredible pace, attacking ability, and defensive intelligence, the 
Moroccan star has established himself as a key player for both club and country. 

From his early days in Madrid to becoming one of the best right-backs in Europe, Hakimi’s 
journey is filled with interesting moments and achievements. While many fans know him 
for his performances on the pitch, there are several lesser-known facts about his career 
and personal journey. 

Here are the top 10 things you didn’t know about Achraf Hakimi. 

1. Hakimi Was Born In Spain But Represents Morocco 



One of the most interesting facts about Achraf Hakimi is that he was born in Madrid, 
Spain. His Moroccan parents moved to Spain before his birth, and he grew up in the 
Spanish capital. 

Although he had the opportunity to represent Spain internationally, Hakimi chose to play 
for Morocco. His decision has made him a national icon and an important figure in 
Moroccan football history. 

2. He Started His Career At Real Madrid Academy 

Hakimi joined the famous Real Madrid youth academy at a young age. The academy has 
produced several football legends, and Hakimi developed his skills among some of the 
best young talents in Europe. 

His time at Real Madrid helped him improve technically and tactically before making the 
move into senior football. 

3. Hakimi Became A World Cup Hero For Morocco 

Hakimi played a major role in Morocco’s historic performance at the FIFA World Cup 
2022. Morocco became the first African nation to reach the semi-finals of the 
tournament. 

His famous winning penalty against Spain in the Round of 16 became one of the biggest 
moments of the tournament. 

4. He Is Known For His Incredible Speed 

Hakimi’s pace is one of his biggest strengths. He is considered among the fastest players 
in world football. 

His ability to make quick runs from defence into attack makes him extremely dangerous 
on the right wing. Many opponents struggle to stop him because of his explosive 
acceleration. 

5. He Played For Some Of Europe’s Biggest Clubs 

Throughout his career, Hakimi has represented several major European clubs. He gained 
valuable experience while playing in different leagues and adapting to different tactical 
systems. 

https://icecric.news/category/football/fifa/fifa-club-world-cup/


His performances have made him one of the most highly rated full-backs in modern 
football. 

6. Hakimi Is More Than Just A Defender 

Although he plays as a right-back, Hakimi contributes heavily in attack. His crossing 
ability, finishing, and movement often make him look like an attacking player. 

Modern football has changed the role of full-backs, and Hakimi perfectly represents this 
new generation of attacking defenders. 

Check Out: FIFA World Cup 2026: Group C Preview and Predictions 

7. He Has Moroccan Roots And Strong Cultural 
Connection 

Despite being born in Spain, Hakimi has always maintained a strong connection with 
Moroccan culture. His pride in representing Morocco has made him a fan favourite among 
supporters. 

He is seen as a symbol of dedication and passion for his national team. 

8. Hakimi Has Won Major Domestic Titles 

Hakimi has collected important trophies during his club career. His success at different 
clubs has helped him develop into a more complete and experienced player. 

Winning titles across Europe has strengthened his reputation as one of the best defenders 
in the game. 

9. He Has Inspired A New Generation Of Players 

Achraf Hakimi’s rise has inspired many young footballers, especially in Africa and 
Morocco. His story shows how talent, hard work, and determination can lead to success 
at the highest level. 

Many young players now see him as a role model. 

10. Hakimi Continues To Improve His Game 

https://icecric.news/world-cup-group-c-predictions/


Even after achieving global recognition, Hakimi continues to develop his skills. His focus 
on improving his defensive abilities and decision-making shows his ambition to become 
even better. 

At his age, he still has many years ahead to create more memorable moments. 

Final Thoughts 

The journey of Achraf Hakimi is a story of talent, dedication, and determination. From a 
young academy player in Madrid to becoming one of the world’s best full-backs, Hakimi 
has created a special place in football history. 

His speed, attacking mindset, and passion for Morocco make him one of the most exciting 
players to watch. As his career continues, fans can expect many more unforgettable 
performances from this global football star. 
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